
Secret Canyon Beltline Crossing  

April 2000 

Secret Canyon “Daylighted”  

December 2000 



The Beltline was the World’s Longest 

Conveyor Belt, built in 1938 to carry rock 
to build Shasta Dam. The Beltline Road 

ran parallel to the conveyor belt, and was 
constructed in a straight line by filling in 

many tributary streams along the way. 

Secret Canyon 

The culvert 

under the road fill 

was 60+ years 

old, clogged, and 

rusting out.   





Cut Slope 

Shasta College Students in the Heavy 
Equipment program and the  
Watershed Restoration Practicum used 
this project as a hands-on laboratory. 

Bulldozers and an excavator were used 
to remove the road fill and replace it 
on the cutslope it came from. 





Finally, after many days, 
the culvert was spotted!  
Spirits were high as the 
excavator pulled out the 
culvert. 



Brushlayering with 
Straw Wattles were 
installed to provide 
habitat and bank 

protection. 



January 2001 



In March, 2001, the 
willows began to sprout. 



April 2000 October 3, 2000 

October 8, 2000 

October 27, 2000 November 3, 2000 



About 50 
volunteers 
joined in the 
community 
planting day, 
enjoying the 
donated 
Starbucks 
coffee as they 
planted native 
vegetation. 



Immediately after work was completed, deer and other wildlife were seen 
enjoying the restored habitat! 



In January 2001, heavy rains came, and part 
of the restored cutslope slumped.  Shasta 
College students installed various biotechnical 
measures to solve the problem. 

“Live Smiles” 

Willow Wattle with Brushlayering 

Other techniques used were Slope Staking, 
and Live Pole Drains.  



September 9, 2000 

October 26, 2000 

October 31, 2000 

September 6, 2002 

View looking West. 
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The Secret 
Canyon 
Stream 

David Derrick 



October 4, 2000 
December 28, 2000 

December 2001 

September 6, 2002 




